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Thursday, October 8, 2026

Time Session Speakers
8:00-9:00 AM Check-in & Breakfast

8:50-9:00 AM Opening Blessing

9:00-9:10 AM Welcoming Address ggii\haegg’r?dogzki &
9:10-10:00 AM  |Keynote: "Tribal Data Sovereignty" Abigail Echo Hawk
10-10:20 AM Data Modernization Initiative Nicole Yerkes

10:20-10:30 AM

BREAK: Networking with information tables

10:30-11:30 AM

Data Experts panel: Key Data Systems in Utah

Facilitator: Kyle Lunt

11:30-11:45 AM

Publicly available data: Surveillance Dashboards

Bree Barbeau

11:45 AM-12 PM

Publicly available data: Healthy Places Index

Sarah Hodson

12:00-1:00 PM  |BREAK: Networking with information tables
Tribal Health & 1/T/U Professionals:
"Ascending Together: the Future of Tribal Health Data in Utah"
1:00-2:00 PM
Community & Public Attendees:
FREE Naloxone training - Naloxone Nasal Sprays will be provided
. . Publicly available data: Utah's Indicator Based Tong Zheng &
2:15-2:30 PM Information Systems (IBIS) Kim Neerings
2:30-3:30 PM Tribal Data Experts panel: Needs in Indian Country Facilitator:
Lorena Horse
3:30-4:15 PM Closing Keynote: "Data in Action" Utah Fentanyl Task force
4:15-4:30 PM Final Remarks Ozzy Escarate
4:30-4:40 PM Closing Blessing

s
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Thursday, October 8, 2026

8:00-9:00 AM

& TRIBAL ENGAGEMENT
> THE UNIVERSITY OF UTAH

U CENTER FOR NATIVE EXCELLENCE

Check-in & Breakfast

Sponsored by University of Utah Center for Native Excellence & Tribal Engagement

9:00-9:10 AM

Speaker bios on
page 12

D t t of Health SPENCER FOX ECCLES
Welcome Address S ToumanSorsess Tl oot orminicn:
* Heather R. Borski - DHHS Assistant Deputy Commissioner, Community Health & Well-Being

» Donna Eldridge - Director, Office of Academic Culture and Community

9:10-10:00 AM

Abigail
Echo-Hawk

Director, Urban Indian
Health Institute

Executive Vice
President, Seattle
Indian Health Board

HOSTED BY

UvTA

—Y
—
-—res

1896

Opening Keynote | "Tribal Data Sovereignty"

An enrolled citizen of the Pawnee Nation of Oklahoma. She is currently the
Executive Vice President at Seattle Indian Health Board and the Director of Urban
Indian Health Institute.

Currently, Abigail is part of multiple committees, Boards, and workgroups including
the Best Starts for Kids Board, the March of Dimes Health Equity Workgroup, the
Tribal Collaboration Working Group with the NIH All of Us Research Program, the
Advisory Committee for Health Equity Research at the Robert Wood Johnson
Foundation, the NIDA American Indian and Alaska Native Collaborative Research
Engagement Workgroup, and the Board of Data for Indigenous Justice.

In the past, Abigail spent eight years as the Tribal Liaison with Partnerships for
Native Health at the School of Public Health at The University of Washington. In
2016, she became the Co-director of Partnerships of Native Health at the
Washington State University Institute for Research and Education to Advance
Community Health. Abigail was also the Tribal Relationship Facilitator at the
Institute of Translational Health Sciences at the University of Washington from 2010
to 2015. In 2015, she became a Board Member for the Center for Indigenous Law
and Justice.

Abigail has a Bachelor of Arts degree in Interdisciplinary Studies and a Master of
Arts degree in Policy Studies, both from the University of Washington. She is an
expert in American Indian and Alaska Native health, including strengths and
resiliencies as well as deficits and disparities.

Department of Health American Indian/Alaska Native
¢ Human Services Health ¢» Family Services
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10:00-10:20 AM

Nicole
Yerkes
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Data Modernization Initiative

Nicole Yerkes is a seasoned public health practitioner, leader, and innovator with
over 10 years of experience in government, academic, and non-profit public health.
Nicole holds a Master of Public Health and Tropical Medicine from Tulane
University, where she focused on emerging infections and migrant health.

She is currently the Data Modernization Initiative Director for the Utah Department
of Health and Human Services. Prior to this role, she served as the COVID-19
Contract Tracing Manager operating the State's non-pharmaceutical response
efforts to the COVID-19 pandemic.

Nicole has worked in a variety of roles including front-line community work through
the Peace Corps, refugee resettlement non profits both domestically and abroad,
and managing viral hemorrhagic fever research both domestically and abroad. In
her spare time, she enjoys sand volleyball, reading, and adventuring.

10:20-10:30 AM

Break and networking with information tables

10:30-11:30 AM

Facilitator:
Kyle Lunt

Director,
Division of Data,
Systems & Evaluation

HOSTED BY
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Panel Discussion | Data Systems in Utah

Come and learn about various types of public health data in Utah and the
programs that manage them. Panelists will discuss ways public health data is
being used and how tribes can access data at the Utah Department of Health and
the Utah Cancer Registry.

Panelists: Panelist bios on pages 8-9

> Nicole Bissonette, Director of the Office of Vital Records and Statistics and
the State Registrar

o

Patrice Nicholes, Director of the Office of Healthcare Statistics

o

Scott Christofferson, DHHS Informatics team & Epitrax

o Randon Gruninger, Syndromic Surveillance & Public Health Modeling Manger

o

Morgan Millar, Utah Cancer Registry Sociologist and survey methodologist

Department of Health American Indian/Alaska Native
¢ Human Services Health ¢» Family Services
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11:30-11:45 AM  Publicly Available Data | Surveillance Dashboards

Bree Barbeau, MPH, is a public health and epidemiology leader with more than a
decade of experience in infectious disease surveillance, research, data analytics,
program management, and organizational leadership.

She currently leads statewide surveillance initiatives at the Utah Department of
Health and Human Services, overseeing multidisciplinary work in syndromic,
wastewater, and genomic surveillance, as well as data quality, modeling, and

analytics.
Bree

Bree is passionate about using data to strengthen public health systems, inform
Barbeau decision-making, and translate complex information into meaningful action.

11:45 AM-12 PM Publicly Available Data | Healthy Places Index

Sarah Hodson is the Deputy Director of the Office of Health Promotion and
Prevention at the Utah Department of Health and Human Services. She graduated
with Bachelor’s and Master’s Degrees in Community Health Education from Utah
State University.

Ms. Hodson previously worked as the Director of Health Promotion for the Greater

Chicago Chapter of the Arthritis Foundation, the Communications Development

Manager for Mountainlands Community Health Center, and the founding Executive

Sarah Director of Get Healthy Utah. Ms. Hodson currently serves as the President of the
Utah Public Health Association board.

Hodson

12:00-1:00 PM  Break and networking with information tables

Snacks sponsored by U of U Spencer Fox Eccles School of Medicine.

" Lunch sponsored by Nat-Su Healthcare and the Huntsman Cancer Institute.

4 L)’_\.__ Tribal health professionals and I/T/U leaders, please check-in for activity "Ascending

N T 'S Together: the Future of Tribal Health Data in Utah" with Alex Merrill and IHFS team.
— UNIVERSITY OF UTAH
‘ \ U SPENCER FOX ECCLES

HEALTHCARE WG srooiormsmicn HUNTSMAN

UvTA

Department of Health American Indian/Alaska Native
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Utah Tribal Health Data Summit

1:00-2:00 PM

' s . " "

Community & Public Attendees:
Naloxone Training - Naloxone Nasal Sprays will be provided

Tribal Health & 1/T/U Activity:
"Ascending Together: the Future of Tribal Health Data in Utah"

2:15-2:30 PM

Tong Zheng &
Kim Neerings

Publicly Available Data:
Utah's Indicator Based Information System (IBIS)

Tong Zheng has spent 26 years managing and analyzing data at DHHS. For over two
decades, she has managed the Indicator-Based Information System for Public
Health (IBIS) query system.

Kim Neerings is a Senior Business Analyst at the Utah Department of Health and
Human Services with over 30 years of experience in public health. She manages the
indicator reports and community snapshots on the Indicator-Based Information
System for Public Health (IBIS) website. She also manages the production of the
bi-monthly Utah health status update publication.

2:30-3:30 PM

[ | [ |
I.- ]
Facilitator:

Lorena Horse

Executive Officer of

Sacred Circle Healthcare

HOSTED BY
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Panel Discussion | Data Needs in Indian Country

Come and learn about how tribes, tribal epidemiology centers, the Urban Indian
Center of Salt Lake, and the Indian Health Service work together to improve the
health of tribal populations in Utah. Panelists will also discuss the best way for
partners to engage with tribal public health entities.

Panelists: Panelist bios on pages 10-11

> Del Yazzie, Director/Senior Epidemiologist of the Navajo Epidemiology Center

> Robert Morones, Area Injury Prevention Program Manager for the Phoenix Area
Indian Health Service (IHS)

o Sharon Austin, Urban Indian Center of Salt Lake (UICSL) Public Health

o Tina Billy, Health Director for the San Juan Southern Paiute Tribe

Department of Health American Indian/Alaska Native
¢ Human Services Health ¢» Family Services
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3:30-4:15 PM Closing Keynote: Utah Fentanyl Task force

The Fentanyl Task Force is committed to addressing the fentanyl crisis by
identifying and resolving critical gaps in data collection, prevention, treatment,
awareness and law enforcement efforts.

Since October, 2024, William “Bill” Newell has served as the Coordinator of the Utah
Governor’s Fentanyl Task Force. In this capacity he collaborates with law
enforcement, public and private health, and community based organizations
throughout Utah to ensure that all voices involved in this important work are being
considered and represented.

He also serves as the Coordinator of Utah’s Crime Gun Intelligence Center. This
work is focused on addressing firearms related violent crime in Utah through the
use of cutting edge forensic technology, law enforcement training and community
Wi“iam engagement. Both positions are managed out of the Utah Department of Public

. Safety HQ in Taylorsville.
“Bill” Newell

Coordinator for
Utah Governor’s
Fentanyl Task Force

The year 2026 marks Bill’s 38th year in law enforcement which includes 32 years as
a Special Agent/Criminal Investigator with the U.S. Department of Justice, and the
last 6 years with the Utah Department of Public Safety. He has been married for
over 30 years and is father to two wonderful children and one even more

Megan Broekemeier, MPH, serves as an Epidemiology Manager for the Utah Office of
the Medical Examiner (OME) within the Department of Health and Human Services.
She specializes in fatal drug overdose surveillance and the development of
specialized OME data systems.

Megan’s work is uniquely person-centered; she leads interviews with drug overdose
loss survivors to uncover events and circumstances that occurred before death to
guide prevention efforts. Additionally, Megan developed and currently oversees a
Megan new family support program within the OME. Megan spends her time away from the
office recreating with her family.

Broekemeier
Epidemiology Learn more about Governor's Fentanyl Task Force at

Manager for the Utah :
o o e Siac.utah.gov/fentanyl-task-force/

Examiner (OME)

°=") Department of Health American Indian/Alaska Native
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4:15-4:30 PM Final Remarks | Thank you for joining us today!

The Office of AlI/AN Health & Family Services engages with tribal leadership at all
levels, works across all DHHS operational units, develops partnerships, and
negotiates contracts on behalf of tribal governments to facilitate resource
allocation. In addition, Mr. Escarate serves on inter-agency committees, task forces,
and advisory committees with local governments, communities and the public
sector.

Prior to his current work with Utah DHHS, Ozzy served as the Tribal Administrator
for the Confederated Tribes of the Goshute Reservation in Ibapah, UT, and held
similar positions in Alaska before relocating to Utah. His focus has been community

Ozzy E. development by addressing social, economic and policy issues locally and
regionally. Through his dedicated work and involvement, Ozzy has made significant
Escarate contributions to community and economic development capacities in rural and

urban settings.
Director for Office of &

Al/AN Health & Famil
Se/rviceSG?IHFS) amty On the weekend, Ozzy can be found riding his mountain bike on adesolate desert

gravel road or enjoying his favorite coffee at the local coffee shop.

Learn more about IHFS at dhhs.utah.gov/ihfs/

4:30-4:40 PM Closing Blessing | Safe Travels!

THANK YOU TO OUR SPONSORS

w SPENCER FOX ECCLES
an U SCHOOL OF MEDICINE

NAT -S U THE UNIVERSITY OF UTAH UNIVERSITY OF UTAT
- CENTER FOR NATIVE EXCELLENCE
HEALTHCARE & TRIBAL ENGAGEMENT !‘!H'E‘IRT%M»&[!

Learn more about our sponsors on page 14

HOSTED BY ‘;-‘TE‘-_: Department of Health American Indian/Alaska Native

% J ¢ Human Services Health & Family Services
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Panelists | Data Systems in Utah

Facilitator:
Kyle Lunt

Director,
Division of Data,
Systems & Evaluation

Nicole
Bissonette

Director of the Office of
Vital Records and Statistics
and the State Registrar

Patrice
Nicholes

Director of the Office of
Healthcare Statistics

Kyle Lunt is the Division of Data, Systems & Evaluation Director at the Department
of Health and Human Services and served as an office director in prior. The division
manages department data resources, vital records, and information privacy and
security. Before working for the State of Utah, Kyle and his family enjoyed living in
Wisconsin where he worked as an Integration Engineer at a large EHR company. In
that role, Kyle helped healthcare organizations implement and maintain interfaces
to meet their interoperability needs.

Kyle and his wife met during their freshman year at Southern Utah University and
were later married while enrolled in rival schools. They enjoy the outdoors with
their four young boys. Kyle received a degree in Applied and Computational
Mathematics from Brigham Young University before finding a position in the
healthcare industry.

Every data point tells a story about our community's health, history, and future. As
the Director of the Office of Vital Records and Statistics at the Utah Department of
Health and Human Services, Nicole leads the mission of preserving Utah’s most
essential vital event data while ensuring it serves as a reliable foundation for people
born in Utah to navigate life.

Combining a strong foundational background from the University of Northern
Colorado with years of public sector leadership, Nicole thrives on the intersection of
compliance, technology, and human services.

Her goal is to continually innovate how we manage vital records—making systems
more secure, accessible, and efficient for the individuals and organizations that rely
on them every day.

Learn more at https://vitalrecords.utah.gov/

Patrice Nicholes was appointed the Healthcare Statistics Program Manager in 2024,
bringing significant experience in healthcare data and public health informatics.
She has served in several roles within the State of Utah, including her work with the
Bureau of Emergency Medical Services and Preparedness and the Statewide
Immunization Information System (USIIS) as an informaticist. Most recently, she
was a research consultant with the Office of Research and Evaluation.

Before joining the Department of Health and Human Services, Nicholes gained
valuable experience at the Salt Lake County Environmental Health Department and
the University of Utah’s Department of Family and Preventive Medicine.

Nicholes holds a Bachelor of Science degree in Psychology and a Master of Science
degree in Biomedical Informatics with a specialization in Data Science, both from
the University of Utah.

Learn more at https://healthcarestats.utah.gov/

Utah Tribal Health Data Summit
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Panelists | Data Systems in Utah

Scott Christofferson began his public health career in the private sector working for
an electronic health record (EHR) vendor that collaborated closely with the Health
Clinics of Utah. Inspired by the clinic staff and their overarching mission, Scott
sought to apply his skill set to public health, joining the informatics team in March
2021.

Since then, Scott has worked closely with EpiTrax and remains deeply invested in
the public health mission. As an enthusiastic advocate for open-source initiatives,
he strongly believes the PHAST Consortium—which Utah played an integral role in
creating—deserves national recognition and local championing.

Learn more at https://www.epiphast.org/epitrax

Scott
Christofferson

Morgan M. Millar, PhD is the Director of Evaluation and Quality Assessment for the
Utah Cancer Registry and an Associate Professor in the Division of Epidemiology,
Department of Internal Medicine at the University of Utah School of Medicine.

In her role at the registry, she oversees program evaluation initiatives, collaborates
with public health cancer programs, and prepares reports on Utah’s cancer
statistics. She also leads a study to understand the experiences of Utah’s cancer
survivors.

Learn more at https://uofuhealth.utah.edu/utah-cancer-registry

Morgan Miller

Sociologist and survey
methodologist

Randon Gruninger has spent the past decade with the Utah Department of Health
and Human Services working across diverse public health domains. His experience
- -, spans roles as a Preparedness, Communicable Disease, and Healthcare-Associated

R i Infections Epidemiologist, leading up to his current role overseeing Syndromic
- _ Surveillance and Public Health Modeling.
T

Randon possesses deep technical expertise in the state’s primary surveillance data
infrastructure and works extensively to translate public health data into actionable

Randon insights.
G runn iger Learn more about Office of Communicable Diseases at https://epi.utah.gov/

Syndromic Surveillance &
Public Health Modeling Manger

Utah Tribal Health Data Summit
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Panelists | Data Needs in Indian Country

Facilitator:
Lorena Horse

Executive Officer at
Sacred Circle Healthcare

L

Del Yazzie

Director/Senior
Epidemiologist of the
Navajo Epidemiology
Center

W

Robert
Morones

Area Injury
Prevention Program
Manager for PHX IHS

Lorena Horse is an enrolled member of the Confederated Tribes of the Goshute
Reservation and is an alumnus of the University of Utah. She received her
bachelor’s degree in psychology in 2000 and a master’s degree in social work in
2002. She is currently the Executive Officer of Sacred Circle Healthcare.

During Lorena’s professional career, she has had dual roles as a clinician and in
management, leading her respective agencies to receive licenses and certifications
in their field of care. Since entering college, her main goal was to move her tribe
forward so that all can heal and prosper. She enjoys spending time with her family,
traveling, reading, and being an active part of her community.

Learn more about Sacred Circle Healthcare at https://sacredcircle.com/

Del received his master’s degree in public health from Johns Hopkins Bloomberg
School of Public Health. His educational background includes training in public
health, tribal epidemiology, data science, tribal health policy development, tribal
institutional review board, and health research.

He has worked on a range of tribal health projects focused on addressing health
disparities among tribal communities. He currently works as the Director/Senior
Epidemiologist of the Navajo Epidemiology Center.

He has also filled several other key leadership roles for the Navajo Nation, including
serving as a member of the Navajo Nation Human Research Review Board (tribal
IRB), technical advisor for the Navajo Nation President serving on the CDC and NIH
tribal advisory committees. He is an enrolled member of the Navajo tribe and
bilingual in Navajo and English languages.

Learn more about the Navajo Epidemiology Center at https://nec.navajo-nsn.gov/

Robert Morones is currently the Area Injury Prevention Program Manager for the
Phoenix Area Indian Health Service (IHS) within the U.S. Department of Health &
Human Services. He is responsible for managing the Phoenix Area Injury Prevention
Program, focusing on assisting over 40 Arizona, California, Nevada, and Utah tribes
and IHS professional staff in the development of community-based injury
prevention programs and initiatives.

Robert’s past positions include being assigned as an IHS District Injury Prevention
Coordinator in Tempe, AZ; IHS Service Unit Environmental Health Officer at the Fort
in Winterhaven, CA; and as an Environmental Health Specialist at the Centers for
Disease Control & Prevention (CDC) in Atlanta, GA. His education background
includes a B.S. in Environmental Health Sciences from Wright State University and
an MPH from the University of Massachusetts at Amherst.

Learn more about the PHX Area IHS Injury Prevention Program

Utah Tribal Health Data Summit
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Panelists | Data Needs in Indian Country

Sharon Austin

Public Health
Department for
Urban Indian Center
of Salt Lake (UICSL)

Tina Billy

Health Director for
San Juan Southern
Paiute Tribe

Sharon Austin, PhD, MPH, MA, is Tabaaha (Water’s Edge) and born for Ashiihi (from

the Hopi). Her maternal grandfather’s clan is Ashiihi, and her paternal grandfather’s
clanis Todich’i’nii (Bitter Water). She is Diné, originally from Shiprock, New Mexico,
where she graduated from high school and afterwards left to begin her educational

journey.

Dr. Austin’s background is in public health with an emphasis on American
Indian/Alaska Native (Al/AN) health. She holds a PhD and MPH in Public Health from
the University of Utah and a master’s degree in Medical Anthropology from Stanford
University. Her work bridges epidemiology, health disparities, prevention, public
health programming, community-based research, and culturally grounded
evaluation. Dr. Austin has contributed to peer-reviewed publications on cancer
disparities, tobacco cessation, women’s health, and chronic disease. Sheis also a
longtime advocate for community engagement when conducting research. She has
previously served as a board member and program evaluation contractor for the
Urban Indian Center of Salt Lake (UICSL).

Currently, Dr. Austin manages UICSL’s Public Health Department, which provides
diabetes prevention and management, access to dietitians, and fitness programs
for all ages. The department also leads health promotion and disease prevention
through education, outreach, data-informed services, and research support. A
Home Visit Program is forthcoming and will offer in-home assessments, service
navigation, and birthing and postpartum support.

Learn more about the Urban Indian Center Salt Lake at https://uicsl.org/

Tina Billy serves as the Health Director for the San Juan Southern Paiute Tribe,
where she is committed to supporting the health and well-being of tribal members
through prevention, wellness, behavioral health, and community-based services.
She holds a degree in Health Sciences with an emphasis in Public Health from
Northern Arizona University in Flagstaff, Arizona.

Tina is Navajo and resides in Tuba City, Arizona. She is a U.S. Army veteran and has a
strong passion for serving her community. She continues to volunteer with Color
Guard and supports veterans through local events and activities. She also serves as
a volunteer advisory member for community land use planning (planning and
zoning).

Tina values working alongside tribal members, community partners, and leadership
to strengthen services, address community needs, and create healthier
opportunities for Native families and future generations.

Learn more about the San Juan Southern Paiute Tribe Public Health at

https://www.sanjuanpaiute-nsn.gov/departments/health-dept

Utah Tribal Health Data Summit
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Speakers | Welcome Address

Heather
R. Borski

DHHS Assistant Deputy
Commissioner,
Community Health &
Well-Being

Donna
Eldridge

Director of the Office
of Academic Culture
and Community

Heather Borski, MPH, MCHES, has worked for the Utah Department of Health for
more than 25 years, and currently serves as an assistant deputy commissioner.
Prior to serving in this role, Heather directed the Division of Disease Control and
Prevention from 2016-2020, directed the Bureau of Health Promotion from
2007-2016 and managed the Tobacco Prevention and Control Program from
2001-2007.

Heather has an undergraduate degree in Health Education and a Masters of Public
Health from the University of Utah. She is also a Master Certified Health Education
Specialist, and is an alumna of both the Great Basin Public Health Leadership
Institute and National Public Health Leadership Institute. Heather has served on
several professional boards, including for the Utah Public Health Association (Board
President, 2017-2018), Get Healthy Utah, National Association of Chronic Disease
Directors, Directors of Health Promotion and Education (Board President,
2014-2015), Utah Partners for Healthy Weight, and Health Education Association of
Utah (Board President, 2001-2002).

In 2022, Heather was the recipient of the inaugural Martha Hughes Cannon Award
for her career of service dedicated to improving public health.

Learn more about the State of Utah Department of Health & Human Services

(DHHS) at https://dhhs.utah.gov/

Donna is a member of the Navajo Nation from Shiprock, New Mexico, earned her
Bachelor’s Degree in Social Work from the University of Utah in 2012 and followed it
with a Master's Degree in Social Work from the same institution in 2013. Currently
serving as the Director of the Office of Academic Culture and Community at the
University of Utah Spencer Fox Eccles School of Medicine. In this role, Donna is
dedicated to developing and implementing organizational strategies that promote
a sense of belonging and well-being.

As Director, Donna oversees and directs the operations and strategic planning of
office initiatives. This includes setting goals, creating objectives, and building
partnerships with external organizations. She is actively involved in developing
programs that focus on the recruitment and retention of faculty, staff, trainees, and
students from all backgrounds, ensuring they are holistically enriched, supported,
and advocated for.

Learn more about the Office of Academic Culture and Community - University of
Utah Spencer Fox Eccles School of Medicine at https://medicine.utah.edu/oacc

Utah Tribal Health Data Summit
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Organizers | IHFS Staff

Alex Merrill

IHFS Tribal
Epidemiologist

Hilary Makris

IHFS Tribal Health
Program Manager

Kassie John

IHFS Opioid & Tobacco
Program Coordinator

Alex Merrill is an epidemiologist at the Utah Department of Health and Human
Services (DHHS) in the Office of American Indian and Alaska Native Health and
Family Services. He works to improve how tribes access DHHS services and data. He
has master’s degrees in Public Health and Public Administration from the University
of Utah.

amerrill@utah.gov

Hilary Makris is the Tribal Program Manager in the Office of American Indian/
Alaska Native Health and Family Services in the Utah Department of Health &
Human Services. She is a proud member of the Salt River Pima Maricopa Indian
Community.

Hilary has her BA from the University of Utah in Behavioral Sciences and Health
and a Master of Public Health from Westminster College. She has worked in public
health for the last 11 years.

hmarkis@utah.gov

Y&’at’ééh! Kassie John is a descendant to generations of storytellers, artists, and is a
proud Diné woman from the Navajo Nation. In her 7 year career as a tribal health
program coordinator for the State of Utah’s Department of Health & Human
Services, she created multiple public health campaigns specific to substance
misuse with opioids and commercial tobacco cessation. Leaning on her ceremonial
teachings and cultural background, she was able to create a space for her Al/AN
relatives to share their knowledge on traditional tobacco.

Kassie is an Indigenous Designer, and owner of Native Generations, a
woman-owned and operated Native American dance company based in Salt Lake
City, Utah. She was honored as a cultural goodwill ambassador, as Miss Indian
World for 2024-2025. An avid Jingle Dress dancer, Kassie enjoys her time traveling,
reading, and supporting Indigenous artists, languages, and cultures.

kassiejohn@utah.gov

Learn more about our office at dhhs.utah.gov/ihfs/

Utah Tribal Health Data Summit
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Sponsors | Thank you for your continued partnership!

& TRIBAL ENGAGEMENT
THE UNIVERSITY OF UTAH

CENTER FOR NATIVE EXCELLENCE
Breakfast Sponsors U

The Center for Native Excellence & Tribal Engagement supports student well-being and success by fostering
the social, academic, and cultural engagement of American Indian and Alaska Native students, faculty, and
staff through cultural affirmation, academic and professional development, and preparation for
post-graduation success. The center also serves as a cultural bridge between tribal communities and the
University of Utah through research, education, and community outreach.

Learn more at nativeexcellence.utah.edu

Uﬂ SPENCER FOX ECCLES
SCHOOL OF MEDICINE

UNIVERSITY OF UTAH

Snack Sponsors

The mission of the Office of Academic Culture and Community is to create a welcoming and respectful
environment in academic medicine for people from all backgrounds, actively recruit and fully foster the
development of a workforce that reflects our communities. Our goals include fostering a welcoming and
respectful environment that supports collaboration and values the contributions of all members of the
community. Strengthen relationships and support educational initiatives that benefit tribal communities
and foster mutual understanding and collaboration.

Learn more at medicine.utah.edu/oacc a

2l P
NAT-SU

Lunch Sponsors HEALTHCARE

Established in 2018, NAT-SU Healthcare is proudly owned and operated by the Skull Valley Band of
Goshutes. Our mission is to provide essential healthcare services to the American Indian population, as well
as Medicaid recipients in Tooele County and surrounding areas. Our clinic offers a wide range of medical
services, including primary care, dental, optometry, medication-assisted treatment, and psychiatric care, all
with the convenience of an on-site pharmacy to ensure that patients have access to the prescriptions they
need.

Learn more at natsuhealthcare.com

UNIVERSITY OF UTAH

. HUNTSMAN
Additional Sponsors

Huntsman Cancer Institute aims to reduce human suffering. Our doctors and researchers work together to
understand cancer and find breakthroughs to improve lives. Our comprehensive support for patients and
their families ensures no one faces cancer alone.

Huntsman Cancer Institute at the University of Utah is the designated National Cancer Institute
Comprehensive Cancer Center for Utah, Idaho, Montana, Nevada, and Wyoming. We proudly serve those
with all types of cancer throughout the Mountain West. Huntsman Cancer Institute aims for a future free
from cancer. To realize this, we prioritize and assess community health, patient access, and improved
outcomes, reducing barriers to care for all.

Learn more at healthcare.utah.edu/huntsmancancerinstitute
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